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TAGS: PFOR, PINS, SY, LE 

SUBJECT: SYRIA ANNOUNCES TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF BORDER WITH 
LEBANON AND NEW TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS 

1 . AUG. 13 SYRIAN RADIO ANNOUNCED TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF ITS 
BORDER WITH LEBANON "IN VIEW OF THE SECURITY CONDITIONS WHICH 
COUNTRY PASSING THROUGH". THOSE WISHING TO CROSS BORDERS IN 
EITHER DIRECTION ASKED TO OBTAIN PERMITS FROM ADMINISTRATIVE 
AUTHORITIES IN BOTH COUNTRIES BEGINNING AUG. 14. 

2. COMMENT: INFORMATION OBTAINED FROM LOCAL SOURCES INDICATES 
SECURITY CONCERNS WERE UPPERMOST WHEN SARG TOOK DECISION TO 
INITIATE TRAVEL RESTRUCTIONS BETWEEN SYRIA AND LEBANON. WE 
LEARNED FROM LEBANESE ARCHBISHOP OF TRIPOLI. WHO TRIED TO 
ENTER LEBANON AUG. 13, THAT BORDER CLOSED "DUE TO INTERNAL 
PROBLEMS IN SYRIA". FOLLOWING SERIES OF BOMB EXPLOSIONS IN 
DAMASCUS. WHICH HAS RAISED SARG SUSPICIONS AGAINST PALESTIN- 
IANS COMING FROM LEBANON AS WELL AS IRAQI ELEMENTS, AND WITH 
ONE MILLION REFUGEES FROM LEBANON ALREADY IN SYRIA, SARG 
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TO MAINTAIN SYRIA'S UNRESTRICTED OPEN DOOR HOSPITALITY WITH 
ITS NEIGHBOR. WE ALSO ASSUME THAT FALL OF TALL ZA'TAR CAMP 
INFLUENCED TIMING OF THIS MOVE BY SARG, WITH ITS CONCOMITTANT 
THREAT OF REPRISALS BY PALESTINIAN REJECTIONISTS AND LEBANESE 
LEFT. 

3. "AUTHORITY" IN BEIRUT UNQUESTIONABLY REFERS TO FRANJIYYA'S 
POWER CENTER. HOW THIS WILL AFFECT OUR SUPPLY RUNS TO 
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL IN WEST BEIRUT REMAINS TO BE SEEN. 

MURPHY 
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